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Wot? No Fish!!  
Danny Braverman, England 

 
In 1926 shoemaker Ab Solomons drew on the wage 
packet he gave to his new wife Celie. Throughout their 
marriage and into the 1980s, Ab drew or painted on his 
wage packet every week for her. These illustrations 
depict, with remarkable honesty, the ups and downs of 
their life together. Years later, Danny Braverman 
discovered the lost art of his Great Uncle Ab on 3,000 
wage packets.  
 
Pre and post show discussion and activities  
Here are a few suggestions to use before and after attending this performance. 
 
The arts are a great topic for group discussion. This is when children are encouraged 
to express their opinions and preferences. It is an excellent opportunity for children 
to join in discussion without fear of being right or wrong 
 
The Discussion:  

Going to the theatre.   
• Start with asking the children’s previous experience in seeing a live show vs 

seeing a film.  What might they see, hear, feel when they go see a live show. 
(Start an Arts Toolbox list on the board based on their responses. Add to your 
Arts Toolbox after seeing the show.)  

• This is a good time to discuss Theatre Etiquitte (see Etiquitte Sheet) 
• If possible show the class, the image of the production. 
• What do they think they might see, hear or feel when they go see this show?  

 
Pre Show Activity: 

• Discuss the various ways that people document experiences or certain moments 
their lives.  Examples: A Diary, photographs, notebooks, scrapbooks. 

• How has technology changed this?  Give examples of various documentation 
formats that are used in todays modern world.  

• Activity: Create a Class Memory Book/Wall/ or Scroll. Using Post Its or regular 
3X5 cards, or just use A4 and cut it up into cards. Then have the students 
document something that has stood out for them in class during the week with a 
drawing, cartoon, or poem or a cut-out from a magazine. Have the class decide 
how they want to present their own memory cards.  

 
Post Show Activity: 

• After the performance discuss what they saw and heard.  What was familiar? 
What was confusing or surprising? What did they see that was interesting?  What 
was their favourite part? What part didn’t they understand or enjoy?  

• Now return to the activity they did in the classroom.  Does seeing the show give 
them any ideas of what they might do to change or expand the idea of a Class 
Memory Project? If so how?  

 


