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Resource for Learning
Tada! is an interactive exhibition by children, for children, 
that provides a space for inspiration, exploration and
‘pondering’! 

About Kids’ Own 
Kids’ Own is a children’s arts organisation and publishing 
house, established in 1997. Through publishing and arts 
initiatives across a range of media, we amplify, make visible 
and give credence to the voices and expressions of children 
and young people. Kids’ Own is driven by a passionate 
belief in the intrinsic value of the arts in children’s lives; as 
a source of joy, fulfilment and connection. Through our 
work, we support children to be actively creating, enquiring, 
communicating and making meaning through the arts.

About TADA! 
How much does a bull weigh? 
What’s the difference between a heron 
and a flamingo? 
How do you make friends at school? 
Why are children important? 
What does the rain taste of? 
  
These are just some of the questions children asked during 
book-making projects with Kids’ Own, working alongside 
professional artists and writers. The TADA! exhibition 
showcases the creative ideas, artwork and voices of children, 
from more than 24 years of collaborative art-based projects. 
  
The exhibition comprises different themed spaces, 
focused around: books, people, place, fun and quiet. A 
large inspiration for the exhibition comes from Kids’ Own’s 
extensive library of books made by children, for children, 
which span a very wide range of themes, experiences and 
artistic techniques. It has been curated by Vanya Lambrecht 
Ward in collaboration with a panel of children and young 
people from across Ireland.  
 
This resource offers a simple window into the exhibition 
and provides some starting points for creative ideas in 
the classroom.

What’s the Story? Kids’ Own books 
Kids’ Own is Ireland’s only dedicated publisher of books by 
children, for children. We foreground the child’s voice by 
providing a space for connection, creativity and self-expres-
sion through professional arts and publishing. Children are 
the experts in their own lives. Our archive of books docu-
ments, celebrates and charts the tremendously varied lived 
experiences of children all across Ireland, over almost 25 
years, against an evolving multicultural landscape.

Our approach is strongly 
rooted in a rights-based 
framework, whereby we 
support children’s: right 
to express their views 
in all matters affecting 
them; right to freedom of 
expression; and right to 
participate fully in cultural 
and artistic life; as set out 
in the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child.
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If introduced in the classroom, our books can provide an 
unparalleled opportunity for the exploration and discussion 
of multiple themes, ideas and curriculum strands through 
simple dialogue and response.  
 

In children’s own words, the books cover topics 
as varied and wide-ranging as: change and 
transitions; pets and people; community and 
the environment; nature and exercise; place and 
identity; family and culture; play and leisure; 
children’s rights; history; art; geography and 
landscape; mental health and wellbeing; art; 
religion; gender and sexuality; homelessness 
and home-making; sensory experience and early 
years development; as well as culture-specific 
explorations of minority languages and cultures, 
and social disadvantage.

  
They also present children as the experts in their own lives, 
and as change-makers and influencers; and highlight how 
children can be supported to direct their own learning 
through self-directed research and enquiry-based artistic 
approaches. Therefore, our books can easily be linked 
to the Arts, SESE and SPHE strands of the primary 
curriculum, and to all the strands of the AISTEAR 
framework. 
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Why not share our books with your 
class and see what conversations 
unfold as a result? 

www.kidsown.ie/books 
www.issuu.com/practice.ie

Book-making in the classroom can also provide an 
excellent starting point for note-taking, journaling and 
documenting conversations and research. The 8-page 
fold has provided a timeless method for supporting 
children to create their own instant book. Why not try 
this yourself? All you need is a piece of paper and a pair 
of scissors! (And it’s fun!)

The 8 page 
folded book
you will need:
A3 paper (or other sizes)
Scissors
table (optional) 

1. 2. 

3. 

5. 

8. 

9. 10. 

6. 7. 11. 

4. 

5. Open the sheet and you will see it is now divided into 8 parts.

6. Fold it like you did for the first fold

7. Cut the paper (from the folded edge) as far as the middle

1. Sheet

3. Fold it in half again 4. And once more

2. Fold sheet in half 8. Pick the sheet up like in the picture above 
(opening the gap in the centre of the page)

9.  Lift it until the hole is at the top and the pages fold 
down into a + shape.

10. lay it flat on the table and give it a press.

11. you can now close all the pages together and you 
have your book!
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Lines in Chalk
Material: Chalk (concrete/blackboards)
Alternative: Charcoal on paper. Or whiteboards and 
markers (but it doesn’t give the same freedom)

Mark making can be a very relaxing and meditative 
introduction to art. Chalk is an excellent material for mark 
making and can be used on a blackboard, or perhaps a 
playground! Through this activity, thinking and pondering 
can be encouraged. Children might like to draw or write their 
thoughts and feelings, or anything that’s on their mind. The 
marks they make can be scribbles, scratches, words, doodles, 
circles, swirls and other abstract marks.
 
These kinds of drawing activities are often best done 
with eyes closed and perhaps with music playing in the 
background. Or perhaps with both hands (just snap the chalk 
in two). The beauty of chalk is that it doesn’t last, so the 
destruction of the fleeting thoughts and feelings can bring 
just as much satisfaction (wiping off/washing away/crossing 
out).

Stamp your way out of that!
Material: Stamp + inkpad
Alternative: A potato stamp or other object to print 
with + ink or acrylic paint

What is an exhibition for children if it can’t be fun? Here, we 
invite you to draw with letters. Using simple ink pad alphabet 
stamps, you can make marks on paper. By using the stamp 
over and over, you can make strong shapes or patterns—
dark or light, simple or complicated. Find a space on the 
table and make your mark!
 
This is a challenge to draw with letters, it’s not about what 
the picture might look like in the end. It might also become 
a catalyst or inspiration for you to tell a story or tale. You 
might like to write something beside it with your pencil, to 
create a narrative alongside.
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Creative Ideas for 
the Classroom
The exhibition provides some 
simple artistic activities that 
are each based on a single 
material. Each activity is very 
loose and non-directive to allow 
for children’s individual self-
expression. They can be carried 
out individually or as a group.
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You, me and the rest of the world
Material: Crayon 
Alternative: Coloured pencil and/or marker (but restrict 
the amount and make it big!)
 
People and community are at the root of how we connect 
and commune with others. People and pets are perhaps a 
favourite subject in Kids’ Own books, because it is through 
our connection with other humans and creatures that we 
develop a sense of self and our relationship with the world 
around us. 

Our Portrait Gallery in the exhibition has portraits of all sorts 
of people: some famous and others less so. Using crayon 
(perhaps limiting to two or three colours) children can be 
invited to draw a large picture of someone in their life who 
deserves a fabulous portrait! It’s good to be bold and go big! 
Crayon works best large and the two colours can be used at 
the same time (double line) or with one in each hand if you 
want to add a challenge!

Sticky places
Material: Coloured and patterned (scrap) paper + glue
Optional: Pencil and scissors
Alternative: Magazines or crepe paper
 
Space and place are another favourite subject within Kids’ 
Own books, since our sense of self is often connected with 
place. Through collage, we invite you to develop a collective 
map, to which children can add their favourite place or 
space. It can be a real or imagined place; somewhere far 
away, or a familiar day-to-day place; a large open area—a 
country or continent even!—or a small cosy space, like the 
cupboard under the stairs!

Each person should have a little stash of random colours 
and pieces of paper. The shapes of these items will be 
your starting point and it is all about how you use them to 
create the space or place you want to add to the map. Fix 
the pieces to a piece of paper once you are happy with the 
placement and if you like you can add details with a pen or 
pencil then. To add each piece to the map, you can cut them 
out of their larger sheet and connect the various places with 
roads and run rivers around them.
 
NB: You don’t always have to use scissors, tearing paper 
is easy, and it can be folded first if you want a more 
precise tear.

Creative Ideas for 
the Classroom
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Process books
A Powerful Place
The Lullaby Project
Virtually There

Research
Opening the Door 
Open Space

Children’s Research
Across an Open Field
What is Art?
A Beak Like a Banana

Early Years resources
Wiggly Woo agus a Cairde 
Jumping on the Bed
Starting School

Language and Culture
Can’t Lose Cant
Cant Turn Back

These and other Kids’ Own 
titles are available to purchase 
from our online bookshop or 
to view on Issuu.

 

Kids’ Own Publishing Partnership
40 Wolfe Tone Street
Sligo, F91 R231
+353 7191–70759

A selection of Kids’ Own 
books and resources for 
parents and educators:

kidsown.ie
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