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These art-in-education resources have been
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teachers in aiding students to further engage
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‘The Carnival of the Animals’, written by Saint-Saëns for two pianos and a chamber group, is 

among the most popular pieces of classical music ever composed. This year at Baboró, it will 

be brought to life by Helen Gregg, who has written a new text especially for these 

performances, and directed by Marc MacLochlainn of Branar, this timeless score will be 

performed by Dublin’s Ficino Ensemble. 

 
ABOUT THE COMPOSER  
Camille Saint-Saëns (1835–1921) was a child prodigy, composing his first piece by the age of 

3! When he was 10 he performed in public for the first time, and because of his excellent 

memory, he offered to play any of Beethoven’s 32 sonatas without sheet music. As well as 

performing, Saint-Saëns also composed music, and was a conductor and a teacher. He is 

best known for his concertos, an organ symphony and The Carnival of the Animals.  

 

PRE-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES    

 

Activity: Discussion and Music 
Group discussion, in pairs or writing activity 

 
Part 1/2 

Introduce the idea that they are going to Baboró this year to see a performance of 

a piece of music called The Carnival of the Animals by Camille Saint-Saëns. Explain 

that each movement or section of the piece represents a different animal. Ask 

which animals they think they might hear and how would a composer represent 

them using music?  

Project or print the table below and as a class or in small groups, complete the 

following columns with the appropriate animal characteristics. 

• Size (SM/M/L/X-L) 

• Speed  

• Habitat  

• Diet (herbivore or carnivore)  

• Demeanor or Personality (proud, shy, hyper-active, lazy, regal)  

• Physical Characteristics (what does it feel to touch one of these animals?)  
 

 

THE CARNIVAL OF THE ANIMALS 
BEFORE YOU GO 

Pre-performance activities for the classroom 
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Activity: Discussion and Music 
Group discussion, in pairs or writing activity 

 
Part 2/2  

• Listen to each movement here (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2RPKMJmSp0) 

one by one, after the first time ask the students which animal they think the 

music represents. Before playing it a second time tell them the answer. 

• After listening to each of the movements twice, fill out the final column 

labelled Camille Saint-Saëns—using the following questions as a guide: 

• What characteristics that we have already discussed in the previous columns 

can be found in the music? 

• How does the composer do this?  

• In ‘Aquarium’ or ‘The Cuckoo’, how do we get a strong sense of the animals’ 

habitat?  

• Do we get a sense of size when we hear the elephants? (Perhaps because 

the double bass, the largest of the string family, plays the melody).  

• In the ‘Wild Asses’ (Horses) how do we get a sense of the animal’s speed? 
 

Activity: Art 
Mask Making 

 

Using a range of materials, have your class make masks of the animals featured in 

the piece of music. Then, have them wear their creations to the performance, 

where other schools will have done the same. 
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POST-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Activity: Discussion 
Group discussion, in pairs or writing activity 

 

After the performance discuss what they saw and heard.   

• What was familiar? What was confusing or surprising?  

• What did they hear that was interesting?   

• Which movement was their favourite/least favourite and why? 

AFTER YOUR TRIP 
Post-show activities for the classroom 

Activity: Art 
 

• Divide the class into groups, one group per movement in the performance. 

• Have them work on a large piece of paper to make a drawing that 

represents the movement they have been assigned to - paying careful 

attention to colour and line, which must be used to visually reflect the music 

they heard, and the animal represented. 

• Display the finished pieces in your classroom or public area in the school in 

one big line in order of the movements.  

• Have the class reflect on the drawings and discuss which they like best, 

which they think best reflect the music and why. 
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 Size Speed Habitat Diet Personality Physical 
Characteristics 

Camille Saint-Saëns 

Lion        

Hens and 
Roosters  

       

Wild Horses        

Tortoise        

Elephant        

Kangaroos        

Fish and 
Aquarium  

       

Donkeys        

Cuckoo        

Aviary        

Pianists         

Fossils 
/bones 
/Dinosaurs  

       

Swan        

 RESOURCES 
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INSTRUMENTS PLAYED IN THE PERFORMANCE 
 
Piano (2), violins (2), viola, cello, double bass, flute, piccolo, clarinet and percussion: 
 

• Bowed vibraphone for Aquarium 
• Xylophone for fossils 
• Xylophone and glockenspiel for the last piece 

 

  

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
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