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BACKGROUND/LEAD-IN 
 

Cleite is a site-specific theatre piece, mixing mask, Sean Nós and Irish folklore. It tells the story of an 
old woman who waits for her husband to come back from sea. While she waits, she cleans, prays 
and listens to Sean Nós songs on the radio (sung live by Cáitlín Ní Chualaín.) When she finds a 
feather on the door, she knows something is gone awry. This piece is tailored to County Galway and 
uses old folklore and local history as inspirations.  
 
PRE-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES 

 

 
 

Activity: Observe & Reflect 
Starting Point: Print the image below on a large piece of paper and hand it around the 
class or project the image. Start by inspecting the photo together and asking the class to 
uncover the character’s story: 

• Who do you see? 
• Where are they? 
• What are they doing? 

Look to add drama in some way/look for a dilemma -  
• Are they poor or rich – why do you think so? 
• What is their relationship? 
• Where is the Children’s father? 
• What does he work at? 

 

CLEITE 
BEFORE YOU GO 

Pre-performance activities for the classroom 

Activity: Role on the Wall 
 

As per the pre-performance activity develop the Role on the wall for the main character 
in Cleite. 

• Develop the role of a character 
o How does the character feel about him/herself? 
o How does the character feel about other people? 
o What does the character think about his/her life events? 
o What do other people think about the character? 
o What are his/her likes and dislikes? 
o What is his/her history? 
o What are his/her dreams or regrets? 
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POST-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES 
 

 
  

AFTER YOUR TRIP 
Post-show activities for the classroom 

Activity: Role on the Wall 
 

Draw the outline of a body on a large sheet of paper and stick it to the wall. This can be 
as simple as a drawing of a gingerbread man, or the teacher can carefully draw around 
one of the participants lying on a roll of paper.  

• Develop the role of a character 
o How does the character feel about him/herself? 
o How does the character feel about other people? 
o What does the character think about his/her life events? 
o What do other people think about the character? 
o What are his/her likes and dislikes? 
o What is his/her history? 
o What are his/her dreams or regrets? 

 
• Have each person in the class contribute 
• Write all the ideas in and around the outline of the body 

 

Activity: Hot Seat 
 

A widely used and effective drama strategy. A volunteer sits in the “hot seat” in 
character and answers questions asked by the class. It is recommended to use 
characters from Cleite.  
 

• Choose someone to sit in the “hot seat” or ask for a volunteer. They will be the 
main character in Cleite and must introduce themselves in character and invite 
questions from the audience.  

• They must be sure to remain in character for the entire time spent in the 'hot-
seat'. 

• Tell the class they will have an opportunity to ask questions to a character from 
the show they saw at Baboró. 

• Perhaps ask them to discuss the questions with their partner in preparation. 
• Make sure to invite the character to the hot seat and dismiss them while they 

remain in character.  
 
Further development: Put non-typical characters in the 'hot-seat', such as the 
father/mother of a character or his/her best friend. 
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