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BACKGROUND/LEAD-IN 
 

Based on the beloved book by award-winning Irish author Oliver Jeffers, Branar Téatar do Pháistí 

presents How to Catch a Star at this year’s Baboró Festival. It is a beautiful story of persistence and 
perseverance – a theme you may want to explore further with your class. 
 

Many children are familiar with this story. You may even have read it in class or be planning on doing 

so before your visit to Baboró. It is important to prepare your students for the fact that the stage 
version might be different to the story book they are familiar with. These pre-engagement activities 

will inspire them to think of an alternative version of the story and teach them that stories can be 
told in different ways. 
 

PRE-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES 

Activity: Q & A 
PART A 
 Lead-In – Option 1  
  Hand around or project the attached image 

  Ask open questions: 

• What can you see? 

• Who is in the image? 

• Where is he? 

• What is he doing? 

• Why is he doing this? 

• Does anyone know this story?  

(If they do, they will probably already have let you know J)  

Move to Part B 
 Lead-In – Option 2 

Set a relaxing environment, play some space-themed music, and have them make 

or play with Galaxy Dough. 

Galaxy Dough Recipes: 
Fairy Dust Teaching:  

 https://fairydustteaching.com/2011/05/galaxy-playdough/ 

Growing a Jeweled Rose: 
http://www.growingajeweledrose.com/2015/01/galaxy-dough-play-recipe.html 

Move to Part B 
PART B 
Introduce the idea that they are going to Baboró this year to see a show called How to Catch a Star. 

 

Follow with questions: 
• Would you like to try and catch a star? (YES/NO) 
• Do you think it would be easy or difficult to catch a star? 

• If you wanted to catch a star, how would you do it?  
If they only suggest ideas from the book, encourage them to think of alternative ideas. 

• Have them develop the idea, and explain exactly to the group/their partner how they would 

do it. 

 

HOW TO CATCH A STAR 
BEFORE YOU GO 

Pre-performance activities for the classroom 
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POST-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITIES 

 

 

Activity: Visual 
Visual exploration activity 

 
On a large sheet of paper, make a drawing, painting or collage of you catching a star. 

Activity: Q & A 
Group discussion, in pairs or writing activity 

Get the children to reflect on the show, its characters and what they thought about it. 
Scaffold younger children’s learning: 

• Hints (verbal/gestures) 

• Offer a range of possible answers 

• Rely on additional resources (other children/items in the classroom) 
 

• Who did you see on the stage (characters)? 
A boy, a seagull, a star  

(interesting to see if the children consider the star to be a “character”) 
• What else did you see on the stage (props)? What did he use to try and catch a star? 

• What was the boy like? What type of person is he? How did he feel at different times in 

the story? 

• Build on the idea of his persistence and perseverance. Did he try very hard to catch the 

star? Did he give up or keep trying new ideas? 

 

Activity: Puppetry/Visual Art 
Visual exploration activity 

 

1. Draw or print out characters and props from performance 

2. Back them with cardboard & cut around the edges 

3. Stick a pencil or stick to the back of each one. 

4. Have the children work in small groups or pairs to create their own puppet show and 

retell the story. You may like them to include some of their own original ideas/characters. 

 
 

AFTER YOUR TRIP 
Post-show activities for the classroom 
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